WORK   OF   CONSTITUENT  ASSEMBLY
subjects, with twenty-five followers leaving for Persia as a
gesture of their disapproval. The Iraq Government, although
deprecating the action of these 'Ulamd, gave them every facility
to expedite their departure.1
The elections were renewed on July isth.2 Difficulties and
delays, however, still remained, due to the refusal of the
Shl'Is to form Electoral Committees, to the undiminished fear
of conscription and to the resignation of the Sacdun Cabinet and
the formation of Ja'far Pasha's Ministry. The change of
Ministries, although disturbing at this juncture, provided an
opportunity for conciliating the Shi'is, which the King had
been anxious to facilitate.3 In spite of these difficulties, the
registration of primary voters was concluded on December
i6th; the secondary elections were completed on February 25th;
and the elected representatives were summoned to Baghdad and
given a great banquet by the King on March 4th.4
Ratification of the Treaty
In the presence of the High Commissioner and his staff, the
Air Officer Commanding and a large audience, the King, in an
eloquent speech from the Throne, opened the Assembly, March
27th, eighty-four representatives being present.5 He rendered
thanks to God for the successful conduct of affairs of State and
for the opportunity he now had of opening the Majlis which
was to lay the foundations of the State. He then urged the
1 Admin Report, 1933-1924, pp. 11-13.
3 Al-Istiqldl, July I3th, 1923.
3 The new Cabinet was as follows: Prime Minister (without portfolio): Ja'far
Pasha ai-'Askari; Interior:  'All Jaudat Beg; Defence. Nun Pasha as-Sa'id;
Finance-  Haji Muhsin  Chalabi  ash-Shalash;  Communications and Works:
Sabih Beg; Justice-  Shaikh Ahmad Effendi  Fakhrl; Auqaf:   Shaikh Salih
Bash'ayan; Education. Muhammad Hasan aba Muhaisin. For its programme,
see Al-'Iraq, December 3rd, 1923.
4 Al-Iraq, March 5th, 1924.
5 Majmii'cr madhdkuratu* l-majlisu't-t'asisi'l-'Iraqi (Complete Proceedings of
the 'Iraq Constituent Assembly, 2 vols., Baghdad, 1924), (hereafter Madhakurat,
Proceedings), ist Session, p. 5; Bell, op. cit., p. 692; Baghdad Times, March 28th,
1924.
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